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Many thanks to the many contributors to this plan update including: Mayand City CouncjlPlanning Policy
Commissionthe Olde Tavn Task Force anthe Community.

Page| 3




R GV OO0 ST

BT AVE MW

B EIRCHFL

TET PL W

NWAlpER oL

W SUNSET WaAY

TETAVE NE
BT PEHE

MO AVE WE

MEALDER 51

D AVENE
5TH AVE NE

ETHAVE NE

E SUNZET WAY

SEANDREW S 5T

5THAVE gF
BIH AVE S

EEBUEH 5T

M AVE SE

SECROSTON LN

E LLARK 5T

DOMMELLY LN

SE DARST 5T 5E DAR ST 3T

Hementa
School

SEEVANS ST ™ S EVANG ST

Issaquah Middle
School/Issaquah
High School

Olde Town Subarea

0

Pagel| 4



15! ,)49 /& ,) &%

Truly great neighborhoods are those that are organic; those that have evolved and grown over
time into places where people want to live, work and visit. Great neighborhoods contain
architecture and places that are visually interesting, memorable and disti. They provide daily W
services as well as cultural and civic events, all of which are safely and comfortably accessible | S
foot, bike, car or transit. Great neighborhoods inspire community engagement and interaction
which is driven by the many and varigaeople that inhabit or work in this place, as well as by
those who gather and socialize within the neighborhood. Convivial, lively and enjoyable
neighborhoods provide the gathering places: the coffee shops, pubs, ice cream shops, churche
clubhouses, paks, front yards, street fairs, block parties, living rooms, back yards, stoops,
restaurants and plazas that connect people.

When many visitors think of Issaquah, the Olde Town neighborhood is likely the first image that
comes to mind For the Olde Town neighborhood a neighborhood that predates the

suburban, caroriented form of other parts of the Cityz the challenge is to preserve itight knit
feel, smalltown charm and authenticity while theGty at large is growing in the Wiages and
Central Issaquah sudrea.

Through this neighborhood plan update processpanyissues have been identified that may
jeopardize the continued vibrancy and high quafiof life currently experienced in this part of the
City. This plan updatalentifies those threats and provides actions aimed at minimizing their
negative impact on Olde Town.

1. Regional traffic caused by growth outside of Issaquah increases congestionFsont St and Sunset Way

2. Parking in many areas is inefficient and, therefore, detrimental to Olde Town businesses

3. Current development regulations (both residential and CBbBaveallowed, and could continue to allowdevelopment at a scale
and character that is outof-step with the neighborhood vision

4. Vehicular traffic passing through Olde Towis worse than it has ever been
5. Business owners believe development codé€s.g.impervious limits and parking requirementsjre a hinderance to commercial
development
6. Pedestrian and bicyclesire not prioritized over vehicles
7. People spaces are not as usable as they couldibd 8 C8 AOAA AAEET A 30AT160h 1T A@O Ol 6EIIT AC
8. Conrection to Issaquah Creekas not been prioritized
9. Convenient availability of goods and services such as a fresh food grocery store is missing
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A A complete neighborhoodwhere businesses are viable and provide daily
services to those who live and work here

A A safe, diverse and welcoming neighborhood

A A vibrant, attractive regional destinatiorcomprised of small scale,
traditional architecture

A Easily, safely and comfortably traveled by car, bus, bicycle or foot

A Comprised of distinctivewell usedgathering placesand spaces

A A place to connect with ourenvironment, cultural and civicinterests, and
historic roots

A A place where views of the surrounding mountains ggominent

A Thehistoric downtown of our City

O, !'&2!" - %7/ 2+

ThisPlanis an updateof the existing Olde Town Subarea Plan adopted by the
City Council on September 20, 199%he Olde Town Plan is nearing 20 years old. There remain challenges in the neighborhood that
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people. Limited parking availabilitymissing sidewalks and bike routesnd regional traffic threaten theease of mobilitythrough this
area As the community grows, adequate transportation aess, community services, and open space become increasingly critical.
This plan addresses opportunitie®r this neighborhoodin five distinct areas Community, Connectivity & Mobility, Environment,
Economic Vitality, and Housing Eachcontains Goalsand Policiesaimed at providing the direction needed for clear actions to be
taken by the City.

This plan creates a roadmap for the City and the community to work on the existing threats to this neighborhdaching them into
stOAT COEOS 4EA PI AT 6O £ AOO EO 11 1 AET OAETET ¢ OEA Ag&idogOET ¢ AEAAO
proactive and deliberate steps to improve the quality of life for residents, businesses and visitor©tde Town.
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Goal A. Placemaking.Create inviting,
identifiable, and desirably aesthetic civic and
cultural gathering places that inspire
community engagement.

1.1 Implement public improvements, including the 2017 Downtown Streetscape Concept Plan,
createnewl DB OOOT EOEAO &I O PAI PI A O OEATC 1
improve opportunities for neighbors to meet.

1.2 Design Gateway features to mark north, south, east and west entrances to ©lewn when
public and private redevelopment opportunities occur.

1.3 Use artand Wayfinding toshowcase neighborhood amenities

14 Support, promote and facilitate the special events that occur in this neighborhood that
distinguish it from other parts d the City.

15 Formally recognize the abundant Issaquah Treasugomprehensive PlanVolume 2Land
Use,Appendix 1) located in Olce Town.

16 Incorporate additional lighting into public gathering spaces, sidewalks and trails to increase
comfort and safety.

17 Partner with property owners businesses, the Downtown Issaquah Associatiand service
providers to consolidate amenities such as garbaged parking.

1.8 Facilitatéhe active use of sidewalks by area businesdesincrease accessibility to businesse:
and encourage interactivity between ground floor retail uses and the sidelka

Goal B.Green NecklaceContinue the Green
Necklace through Oleé Town by way of a
concentrated and connected park, green
space and nonmotorized system

19 AddtoandenhanceOld4 1 x1 80 PAOEh | BDAT OPAAA AT A O
the vision and needs of those living in, working,iand visiting Ol& Town. Implement this
vision through the ParksStrategicPlan includingconnected trails,Memorial Field, Pedestrian
Park, Front Street (north of Newport Way) properties, Confluence Paipwntown
StreetscapeConceptPlan plazas and parks.

Goal C.Traditional Building Character.
Maintain the traditional character and scale of
the Culturaland BusinesDistrict and Sunset
neighborhoods while allowing these areas to
grow and evolve.

110 Update the Cultural and Business District development and architectural standards
Al 1 OEOOAT O xEOE OEA AQEOOEI ¢ OAAT A AT A O
111 Update the Multifamily - High development and architectural standardgalong E Sunset Way)
to ensure infill and redevelopment remain consistent with the existing scale and traditional
multifamily and small business character.

Goal D Neighborhood Ownership.Engage
Olde Town residents and business owners in
the implementation of this Neighborhood
Plan.

112 Establish a regular and recurring community forum with Gddown residents, property and
business owners to promoteCityheighborhood familiarity andinteraction.
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Prioritize pedestrian facilities in all public and privatievelopment by connecting trail
and sidewalk gaps, adopting pedestriaariented development standards, and
prioritizing pedestrianfacility funding in all publiclffunded projects.

Provide and enhanceedestrian and bicycle&eonnectionswithin Olde Town ando
neighboring areasand amenities accessible fro®lde Town includingrails, trailheads,
neighborhoods and parkdy adding crosswalks and missing nenotorized
improvements.

23 Work with the Downtown Issaquah Associatio and Olde Town businesses to add
weather protection to the building facades on Front Street to support a yeaound
environment for pedestrians.

24  Prioritize cyclists by creating a connected and intuitive bicycle netwahat completes
neighborhood connections and connections to regional routes.

25 Facilitate mobility options to improveaccessor Olde Town.

26  Work with King County Metro, Sound Transit and other service providers to add route
increase frequencyof service, and increase service options in and around &Ttbwn.

T ABOAZFEADRDO EI E 27 Monitor the recently implementedneighborhood traffic calmingmeasuresthat
Ol i AT A C A Al OE OA« discouragecut-through traffic and make improvements, as necessary
O0OA EEEAS 28 Implementthe Mobility Master Planto identify efforts aimed at minimizing the negative
impacts of regional traffic to Front Street and Sunset Way.

T A0 A'OEEIN @D HBE ET (29 Employ parking management strategiesased on the results of the 201801 9arking
AOAEI AAETI EOU & O | analysisthat ensure onstreet and public parking is efficiently and effectively utilized to
OAOEAAT 6O8 meet variousneeds in Issaquah.

210 Amend parking code requirements that make businesses in the Cultural Business Dis

competitive with other areas of the City

L0

ISSAQUAH




3.1

3.3

3.4
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Update the OITown Design Standards to require greenery that benefits thpeiblic
realmthrough measures such as green facades, living walls and landscapkswa
Use limitedbuilding heights for new and redevelopmentto better preserve views of the
Issaquah Alps and Mt. Rainiérom NE Gilman Blvd, Rainier Blvd N, E Sunset Way, W
Sunset Way, Front St N and Front St S
Implement recommendations from the Issaquah Parks Strategic Planluding interim
and/or long termimprovements to trails, Memorial Field, Pedestrian Park, Front Street
South (north of Newport Way) properties, and Confluence Park.
Improve public acess to and views of Issaquah Creek and the East Fork of Issaquah Ci
within Olde Town
Repurpose underutilized open spaces within Gé¢drown as part ofan integrated park
system
Replace aging trees, lant street trees and trees within open saces to add to the tree
canopy.

Encourage public and private investment in solar energy to take advantage of guod
solar access in OklTown.

Locate and install electric vehicle charging stations for vehicles of workers, residents ar
visitors, in public and private developments.

Develop an opportunity for an Olde Town Community Garden.
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